
USF Encourages Religious Diversity 

USF contributes to diversity because it has made a wide variety of religious organizations 

available to the student body. 
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TAMPA– The University of South Florida provides students with the choice to join over 50 

different religious organizations that support an array of beliefs ranging from Christian to 

Muslim to Jewish and even to Agnostic beliefs. No matter which choice a student makes, each 

organization encourages diversity. 

In today’s society religious diversity is prominent. According to the World, Religion and Social 

Profile: 33 percent of the world’s population consider themselves Christian, 22 percent Muslim, 

14 percent Hindu, 10 percent Agnostic, 6 percent Buddhist and 15 percent Other. 

Various professionals from diverse religious backgrounds formed USF’s Religious and Spiritual 

Life to provide a place for various religions across USF’s student body. 

The student organizations include: Christian, Hindu, Atheist, Muslim, Baptist, Catholic, 

Agnostic, Jewish religions and more. The Muslim Student Association, Baptist Collegiate 

Ministries, Chabad on Campus Jewish Student Group and Freethinkers are just a few of USF’s 

organizations on campus that hold campus events and contribute to USF’s religious diversity. 

MSA believes in one God and the five pillars of Islam: Shahada (the testimony), prayer, fasting, 

charity and Hejj (the pilgrimage). There are currently 70 to 100 members who participate in 

regular activities, both on and off campus, to promote Islam. Recent events have been: Love in 

Islam, Islam Awareness Month and Fastathon, in which MSA invites others to fast with them. 

Safia Khawaja, freshman biomedical major and current vice president of MSA says, “It’s been a 

pretty amazing experience [being vice president of MSA].” 

Baptist Collegiate Ministries at USF is an extension of the church on campus and it openly 

invites students of all denominations to explore the world of Christ. BCM is involved in a variety 

of campus events ranging from fundraisers such as Love Haiti USF to campus bible studies. 

BCM focuses on encouraging its members to build relationships that matter inside and outside 

the organization. Coincidentally, members of MSA, including Khawaja, attended and supported 

BCM’s event Love Haiti, which showcases how diverse religious organizations on USF 

interlink. 

Jason Shierling, junior and business management major, is the current president of BCM and 

says, “It’s just amazing the friendships that we have here, and my spiritual walk with God has 

increased so much since I became a member here [at BCM].” 



Chabad on Campus, a Jewish student group, aims to teach all Jews about the Creator by 

intellectually studying and understanding the religious aspect of Judaism. Passover is in full 

effect and unfortunately, Chabad on Campus Jewish Student group is busy preparing to entertain 

students interested in celebrating with their peers so they declined to comment. 

While some people affiliate themselves with religious beliefs, some choose to do otherwise. Free 

thinkers at USF is a student society that is nontheistic. Rather than participating in religious 

discussion, Free thinkers meets every Monday from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and encourages students to 

participate in deep thought and conversation regarding pressing issues in society with the 

exclusion of religious influence. Christina Soper, the president of the organization, promotes 

open mindedness and urges all members and potential members to bring forth new issues to 

discuss. 

Soper says, “We urge students to remove religious influences so that discussions stay fair and 

non-hostile, it just creates a more peaceful atmosphere.” 

To explore all the religious organizations offered at USF, visit the Center for Student 

Involvement or http://www.involvement.usf.edu/search.htm. 
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