
Love Haiti came to USF and had an amazing turnout 

BCM hosted a food packing event called Love Haiti at USF’s Marshall Center for a great cause, 

to provide meals for children in need.  

By: Kara Korona 

TAMPA–Over a year ago a devastating earthquake shattered the lives of thousands of people on 

Haiti and children there still suffer from malnutrition and starvation. But, thanks to Feeding 

Children Everywhere, Baptist Colligate Ministries hosted a food packing event at the University 

of South Florida Thursday, March 24, 2011 that gathered supporters to pack meals for Haiti‟s 

children in need. 

On Jan. 12, 2010, a devastating, 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck Haiti and left hundreds of 

thousands dead, homeless or hungry. FCE realized the extent of the devastation and immediately 

set up a fundraiser to supply meals to people over there. Once Tampa Area director of BCM, 

Rahul Agarwal, heard about the campaign he contacted FCE and inquired about hosting Love 

Haiti at USF. At the event, USF students, as well as volunteers, joined together to make a 

difference and pack meals for Haiti‟s starving children. 

FCE is a non-profit organization and according to their website, their mission statement said they 

“exist to empower and mobilize people from all walks of life to help meet one of our most basic 

needs: food.” The organization is responsible for bringing food packing events to schools, 

churches, offices and colleges across the nation in order to sustain starving people around the 

world. 

“I had heard about a similar BCM at UCF, University of Central Florida, doing it [Love Haiti],” 

Agarwal said, “and I was like, „we got to do that here, what a difference we could all make 

together versus separately.‟” 

There has been a food shortage in Haiti for quite some time, and FCE was supplying food to 

Haiti before the earthquake even hit. However, once the earthquake rattled the island, FCE 

formed Love Haiti, a fundraiser that supplies nutritious meals for underprivileged children. 

BCM organized the event at USF and recruited student organizations and volunteers to 

participate in donating and packing. Their goal was to raise $5,000, which would have created 

20,000 meals and BCM as a group donated $700 to the fund. Unfortunately, by March 21, 2011, 

the Monday before the event, BCM had only raised $1,000 total for the event. However, the 

numbers doubled throughout the week and by the day of the packing event $2,000 had been 

donated. 

Although the goal was not met, students and volunteers formed assembly lines at the event to 

work quickly and efficiently and by the nights end 8,800 meals had been packed to be sent to 

Haiti. BCM was not sure where exactly the packed meals would go but they knew the meals 

would be shipped to Haiti and distributed among the different regions of the country. 



Agarwal said, “these guys [FCE] have established such a good relationship with the government 

there, they let them straight in, and that‟s why I was like „we got to partner with them because no 

other food‟s getting in there as well.‟” 

The meals are a scientific formula created by FCE to supply people with necessary nutrients 

needed to survive. It‟s made of dehydrated compounds and has a shelf life of three years so there 

is a rare chance of food being wasted, which makes these types of meals even more desirable. 

Even though Love Haiti at USF is over, FCE is still accepting donations for other packing 

events, for more information go to: http://www.feedingchildreneverywhere.com/donate/. 
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